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62
RECOVERED

National-level Committees:
13 March: President forms the Central Multi-Ministerial Coordination Committee on

Prevention, Control and Treatment for COVID-19 (Daw Aung San Suu Kyi).
30 March: President forms the Coronavirus Disease 2019 Containment and

Emergency Response Committee (Vice-president).
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Total Political Prisoners Total Political Prisoners
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Serving Prison Sentences Serving Prison Sentences
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There are at least 539 lawsuits, in which several laws and legal Myanmar’s media no-t free or fair
provisions that are repressive to freedom of expression were

used, against no less than 1,051 individuals.
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Freedom of Expression

Journalists has found
that media freedom has
declined in Myanmar for
the third consecutive
year.

- The results of a nationwide survey of journalists’
opinions - 2020 "Myanmar's media not free or fair"
by Free Expression Myanmar



ONE DAY, THREE
DECLARATIONS
March 23:

e First Two COVID cases confirmed

e Arakan Army Declared Terrorist Organization

e Ministry of Communications and Transport
orders telecoms providers to block "fake news"

Frontier Myanmar



2020 Myitkyina News Journal

KARENNI STATE ORDER DEFAMATION
MEASURES AGAINST CRITICS

“We are now in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic that
affects everyone,” he added. “They issued this order during a
time when they should be working to protect people. This is not
suitable.” Dee Dee, member of Karenni State Farmers Union.

Myanmar’s Kayah State Orders Defamation Measures Against
Critics; Radio Free Asia, 5 May, 2020

KACHIN ARTISTS CHARGED FOR RAISING
AWARENESS ON COVID

“Myanmar’s authorities caved to outrageous demands by
Buddhist ultranationalists to prosecute three street artists for
expressing their views”

Myanmar: 3 Charged for COVID-19 Street Art
Repeal ‘Insulting Religion’ Law, Support Freedom of Expression;
Human Rights Watch, 8 April, 2020




Ongoing war crimes and crimes against
humanity in Rakhine and Chin States

"The Tatmadaw (Myanmar military) is systematically violating the most fundamental principles
of international humanitarian law and human rights. Its conduct against the civilian population
of Rakhine and Chin States may amount to war crimes and crimes against humanity."

Myanmar: “Possible war crimes and crimes against humanity ongoing in Rakhine and Chin States” - UN Special Rapporteur Yanghee Lee,
29 April 2020

174 229 157,000

KILLED WOUNDED DISPLACED
IN 2 MONTHS IN 2 MONTHS SINCE 2018

Burma Monitor

Burma Monitor



Ongoing war crimes and crimes against
humanity in Rakhine and Chin States

“We pay tribute to the members of the Tatmadaw who
have discharged their duties with courage and dedication, and sacrificed their
lives to defend the lives and property of our people from the ULA/AA terrorist
group, who have been engaged in destructive activities at this time when the
Government, the people and well-wishers are all engaged in endeavours for the
prevention, containment and cure of COVID-19.”

Office of State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, 21 April, 2020
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Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Office of the President
Directive No 2/2020

1= Waning of Tagu 1381 ME
(8 April 2020)

Preservation of evidence and property in areas of
northern Rakhine State

The Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar established the:
Independent Commission of Enquiry (DCOE) en 30th July 2018 as part of its
in Hakhine. The Independent Commission was taskoed bo imvestigate the alle-
attacks by ARSA The Commission suhmitted its final report bo the President
um Hith January Hidi.
The Government of Myanmar has forwarded the Gnal report of IC0E (o the
Comamander in Chief of the Tatmadow (Myanmar Defence Services) and bo
the Union Attneney General The Union Allvrney General's Ofice and the
eriminal investigatinns of incidents mentionsd in the ODE's report.
The Ceorvernment of Myanmar inak necessary sbeps, on the ground as well as
through the use of satellite mmagery, o document and inventory the current
state of the siles n gueston
Tio assist and ensure that criminasl imvestigations can be undertabken, all Minis-
tries and the Rakdhine Stale government, their agencies, departments, offices,
and personnel are prohibited from destroyving, or removing or permitting the
destruction, or removal of
i. amy property, immovahle or movahle, in any area of morthern Rakhine

State, that may provide evidenee of events referred toin the IDOE's final

repori,
ii amything that may provide evidence of

a  killing members of a group;

b cowsing serious bodily or menial harm o members of a grouap;

e. deliberately inflicting on a group conditions of e caleulabed o bring

about it physicnl destruction in whole or in part;

d imposing measures intended o prevent births within a group;

e [orcibly transierring children of a group o another group.
In paragraph 4 (i above, “group” means any national, etheical, rcial or reli-
Eiows groug.
All nuinisikries and Fakhine State government are further direcied o preserve
documents, images, videos, sudios and other media related bo the events that
cecurred in northern Rakhine Stste referred io in the IC0E's final report.

. Any person suspected of vielating this directive shall be referred i the appro-

prisie pational criminal justioe system for necessary action and action may
aldsn be baken againsi them under section 300 of the Penal Code,

Each ministry and Fakhine State Government shall report 1o the Oifice of the
President on the measures il has aken Lo shide with the directive.

Hy Omer,

Khim Lok
Permaneni Secreinry

Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Office of the President
Directive No 1/2020

1= Wanirgg el Tagu 1381 ME
(8 Ageil 2020)

Compliance with the Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide

L The Repuablic of the Union of Myanmar signed on 30 December 19469 and
ralified on 14 March 1956 the Conmvention of the Prevention and Punishment
of the Crime of Genocide (*Genocide Convention™).

2 The Republic of the Union of Mysnmar respects its ohligations arising under
the: Genocide Comeention and other sources of international brw to prevent
and punish the crime of genocide.

4 This Directive is addressed toall Ministries and all Regions and States Goy-
erumeents bo ensure that its personnel, officers | staff—whether military or
oiber serurity forees, or cvil services—and local people, under its mntrol
or direction do nol commil the acts mentioned in Articles 11 and 111 of the
Genocide Convention, the: bext of which is set ot in full in the sttached Annex.

& lfanyone obiains credible information that one or more persons bave visksted
paragraph 1 abowve—by commission of any of the acts menlioned there, orby
attempling, aspiring ko or ineiting the commission of, orby being complicit in,
any such acts—hbe or she shall inform the (ffice of President sither throwgh
that mayy be estahlished

5  Each Ministry and cach Region and State Government shall transmit any
eredible information that it may receive from subordinaies about possible
aeis referred o in paragraphs 1 and 4 above to the Office of the President.
Each Ministry and esch Region and Siate Government shall also provide a
guarterly report on relevant developments to Lhe Ofice of the President.

By arder,

Fhvim Laabt
Permanent Secretory

Amnex
Comvention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crinse of Genocide

Artiache L

In the present Convention, genocide means any of the following acts com-
mitted with imbent to destroy. in whale or in part, 8 national, etheical, rmeial or
religious groap, as such:

{a)  Killing members ol the group;

bl Causing serious bodily or neental barm (o mensbers of te group;

el Deliberntely inflicting on the group oonditions of life enlealated o bring
aboul its plrysical destruction in whode or s part;

iy Lrsposing meeaswres intended o prevent births within the group;

iel  Forvibly tranalerring chilidren of the group o ancther groug.

Aribide 11
The following nets shall be punishable:

i) Genocide;

(b Conspiracy bo commil geanochdes;

el Derect and public e boment Lo commil geaocde;
) Adtempl b commil genocile,

el Complicity in genochle.

Hey, M****r Fu***r ARSA,

Stop using as human shield the innocent people.

#BengaliTerrorists
#Mo_Rohingya_in_Myanmar
#SaveRakhineState

Credit: Yae Tay Za

ARSA (Bengali)
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Rohingya and

the International Court of Justice

"l also call on the United
Nations to step up its efforts to
protect civilians in Rakhine and
Chin and ensure that there is
not another systemic failure
like in 2017"

Myanmar: “Possible war crimes and
crimes against humanity ongoing in
Rakhine and Chin States” - UN Special
Rapporteur Yanghee Lee, 29 April
2020



Policies in responding to COVID are opportunities to address longstanding human rights issues;
Myanmar government can ensure civic space is protected by:

e Heeding the call of the UN Secretary-General for a global ceasefire and local CSOs and EAOs call to declare a nationwide
ceasefire - immediately cease all military operations and ensure the protection of civilians in conflict and conflict-affected
areas.

e Allow independent international investigations and local and international media access to ethnic areas, where conflict
related human rights violations are rampant.

* Fully cooperate with the UN human rights bodies and international accountability mechanisms

e Allow the IIMM access to the country and ensure victims and survivors of war crimes and crimes against humanity have
access to justice, accountability and reparations

 Review the current national strategy for IDP camp closure with full and meaningful participation of IDPs and affected
communities and local CSOs and adjust to ensure the strategy accordingly with affected communities' wishes and
international standards.

e Ensuring the free passage of humanitarian aid, particularly to IDPs who are most vulnerable in camps without adequate
health, hygiene and water facilities - Immediately lift the internet blackout in eight townships in Chin and Rakhine States and
allow access to life saving information

 Release remaining political prisoners and drop all charges, immediately and unconditionally, against civil society actors,
including activists, HRDs and journalists, currently filed under overbroad laws including criminal defamation provisions, the
Telecommunications Law Section 66(d), and the Peaceful Assembly and Procession Law, Unlawful Association Act and
Counter-terrorism law

e Amend or repeal all repressive laws

e Social media giants (particularly FB and Twitter) should increase human rights due diligence work and step up efforts to
protect human rights defenders and activists and cooperate with International Accountability Mechanisms (allow access to
those pages and accounts FB taken down)



